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For the Universalist Magazine. 


A LETTER a 
TO REV. LYMAN BEECHER OF BOSTON, 


Rev. Sir,—In the commencement of your 
Missionary Sermon, delivered in New-York, 
“Oct. 12, 1827, before the AmentosN Boarp or 
Missions, you say; ‘The Scriptures teach, that 
sin commenced its reign on earth under the 
auspices of a mighty fallen spirit; and that he, 
having seduced mankind from their allegiance 
to God, has been constantly employed to main- 
tain his bad eminence over them,” This as- 
sertion, Sir, appears to me not a little excep- 
tionabie on account of the following facts. 

ist I have carefully read the scriptures, 

particularly for the purpose of assertain whether 
they any where assert what you here say they 
teach, and | am happy to say that [ find no 
‘such fact stated. ‘4 mighty falien Spirit.”— 
Sir, where in the Sciiptures do you find this 
. mentioned? You assert that a meghty fallen 


spirit “seduced mankind from their allegiance | 


to God;”’ but the scriptures no where say this. 
The scripture account of the seduction of our 
first parents attributes this seduction to the 
subtilty of a serpent that crawls on his belly 
and feeds on dust. If you say that this ac- 
count is an allegory; and that by a serpent a 
mighty fallen spirit was meant, you not only 
assuine the responsibility of so doing, but be- 


-eeme obligated to give a fair account of your: 


authority for the assertion; and moreover to 


satisfy the inquiry, how this mighty fallen spirit: 
was to go on his belly and eat dust all the days, 


of his life? 


2d. You make no attempt to prove, by citing 


any scripture passage, this assertion which I 
deem exceptionable. Does it, Sir, well be- 
come the meekness and modesty of a chris- 
tian minister to rest such an assertion on his 
own authority, while he knows that the propo- 
sition he asserts is disbelieved by sober, sensi- 
ble, pious and learned christians ? By such 


procedure you continue the pernicious practice | 


of imposing on the public the opinions of weak 
and fallible men, as of divine authority, This 
unwarranted practice has been the means of 
accumulating amass of errors, to the immensi- 
ty of which one deluded mortal has as good a 
right te contribute as another. ° 

3d. Your assertion necessarily provokes, in 
the mind of the. honest inquirer, the question, 
under whose auspices didthis mighty fallen spirit 
act when he seduced mankind from their al- 
degiance to God, aud ever since that fiine, 
while he has been coustantly employed to main- 
tain his bud eminence oyer them? You sure- 
ly do not believe in a mighty fallen spirit, who 
is almighty and independent. ‘This mighty fal- 
len spirit then must be dependent on his Fath- 
er in heaven, who upholds him as in the hollow 
of his hand, and guards him as the apple oi 
his eye. © 
‘A little below the assertion which has been 
noticed, on the same page, you say; ‘I am a- 
ware, that with some, the doctrine of fallen an- 
gels is but an eastern alleglory; and the idea 
of a conflict between the creature and the Cre- 


ator, ridiculous, and unworthy of the divine 
supremacy.’? Being aware of this fact, Sir, 
why should you mention it and neglect even 
an effort to reflect a single ray of light on the 
subject? Ifthe opimion to whieh you referred 
were, in your judgment, too absurd to deserve 
a reiutation, why did you mention it at ali? If 
otherwise, and you deemed ‘t anti-seriptural, 
why did you not proceed to show, that it is rea- 
sonable that the alwise and omnipotent Creator 
should furnish this mighty fallen spirit, and mil- 
lions of others like him, with mysterious pow- 
ers, and endue them with real devilish cunning, 
and carefully keep them in being and uphold 
them by his power, for the purpose of maintain- 
ing a conflict with himself, and to show also, 
that the scriptures teach such doctrine? In 
room of doing this you say; ‘I can only say, 
that if there be not an order of sinful intelli- 
gences above men, the Bible is one of the 
most deceptive books ever written.” 

How long, Sir, did you deliberate on this 
subject, bofore you came to the conclusion 
|that you could say no more, and nothing more 
ito the purpose? “An order of sinful intelligences 
above men.” If they are abovejus they are} 
‘our rulers. If our Creator and their Creator 
ihave seen fit, in his infinite wisdom, to place 
|over us an order of sinful intelligences, is it 
inot our duty to obey them? Why were they 
| placed abeve us if not to rule us? ‘ The powers 
‘that be are ordained of God.’ But in what! 
' does their sinfultvess-conaiitaeAtoes it_consti- 
‘tute them sinful to exercise the government | 
‘over us, which the Creator has assigned them? 


| Sir, it appears to me that what you say on this 
‘subject involves absurdities of a monstrous 
‘character, to say the least. 

But notwithstanding your statement, that you 
‘can only say, that if there be not an order of 
‘sintul intelligences above men, the Bible is one 
‘of the most deceptive books ever written,”’ you 
'immediately proceed as follows; ‘‘The entire 
‘history of the world shows, that human depray- 
lity, though operating in accordance with the 
‘laws of mind, is yet methodised and wielded 
| with a comprehension of plan, wholly inexplica- 
ble upon the principle of accidental coincidence 
among men. ‘That there should have been a 
system of well-constructed opposition to the 
gospel, varying with circumstances, and com- 
prehending the great amount of bad moral in- 
fluence which has existed, without some pre- 
siding intellect, is as improbable, as that all the 
particles of matter which compose the universe, 
should have fallen into their existing method 
and order by mere accident, and without the 
presiding inteliect of the Deity.” Here, Sir, 
it seems that you have said much more than 
you thought you could say. You have given 
to your mighty fallen spirit, not only a suprema- 
cy over mankind, but also a power of intellect 
to methodise and wield human depravity, in a 
well constructed system of opposition to the 
gospel, equal, at least, to the power of intel- 
lect exerted by Deity himself, in establishing 
the existing order of the material universe !— 
it is very evident that if the system of opposi- 
tion to the gospel, of which you speak, could: 


2% 


eds 


have been concerted by a 1éss powerful intel- 
lect than that which constituted the order and 
system of the material universe, it would be 
more probable that all the opposition ever ex- 
erted against the gospel was planned by humas 
wisdom, than that the materia} universe should 
have derived its system and order from “mere 
accident.” 

Are you prepared, Sir, to abide the conse- 
quences which necessarily follow from your 
statement? Do you not see that if you are 
right in what you have ascribed to your mighty 
fallen spirit and his ghostly coadjutors, that 
God will never be able to circumvent his ‘‘well- 
constructed” system of opposition to the gos- 
pel? You will not allow that the Deity exer- 
cises a power of intellect superior to that ex- 
erted by this mighty fallen spirit. And what 
appears most surprising is, that, in your opin- 
ion, if all this be not as you represent it, the 
Bible is one of the most deceptive books ever 
written! The Bible then teaches that man is 
governed by a well-constructed system of op- 
position to the gospel, planned by a mighty fal- 
len spirit, whose power of intellect is equal to 
that which systimatized the universe. And this 
is the Bible which you wish to send to the 
heathen. By it you think they will learn these 
great and essential truths which you have here 
asserted! 

Suppose, Rey. Sir, you should ever learn, 
that all that you have been in the habit of cal- 
ling a system of opposition to the gospel, has, 
in all the events produced by it, tended to pro- 


;mote the wise and gracious purposes of our 


Father in heaven, ‘ who will have all men to 
be saved and to come unto the knowledge of 
the truth,’ who would you then suppose exert- 
ed that presiding intellect by which the great 
whole has been governed? With such a view 
of the subject do not the following inspired de- 
clarations fully accord? ‘I form the light, and 
create darkness: I make peace and create evil. 
I the Lord do all these things.’ ‘ For ofa truth, 
against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou has 
anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with 
the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were 
gathered together, for to do whatsoever thy 
hard and thy counsel determined before to be 
dene.’ ‘In whom also we have obtained an 
inheritance, being predestinated according to 
the purpose of him who worketh al! things ac- 
cording to the counsel of his own will.” 
With due respect. 
Hosea BaLrov, 


For the Universalisi Magazine, 


THE BENEFITS ARISING FROM FEAR, 


At this time, no subject seems to exert 
greater claims on the powers of investigation, 
than that which regards the benefits arising 
from the fear of punishment. It is bq@ieved, 
by the opposers of Universalism, that a disbe- 
lief in a future state of retribution, is of pernic~ 
ious tendency, as it removes the most substan- 
tial barrier to the pfevalence of vice; And such 
is-the confidence which many ieel of this fact, 
that they are often heard to impute the faults, 
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which Universalists commit, to this cause, as- 
serting moreover, that, if they were of the 
same opinion, they would do even worse. If 
{his objection to Universalism be, in reality, as 
valid as many suppose it is, society has reason 
to be alarmed; for perhaps no doctrine ever 
gained faster in any community than does this 
doctrine in these United States. The lovers 
of virtue and good order, therefore, have a 
deep interest in the investigation of this sub- 
ject; and it would be matter of lamentation if a 
mere superstitious apprehension should prevent 
that patience and cool deliberation which are 
indispensible aids in this necessary work. 

A violent spirit of opposition, which is gen- 
erally attended with an entire want of charity, 
too often characterises parties of religious 
ereeds. This spirit is blind. It is the spirit 
of darkness. It has nerves and muscles to 
wield anathemas and recriminations, but is deaf 
to reason, and blind to investigation. Before 
the opposers of Universalism, therefore, at- 
tempt to convince the believers in that doc- 
trine, that it is an error, they must cease from 
that bitter spirit of cruel censure, which has 
generally marked their opposition; and, becom- 
ing cool and deliberate, reflect and consider, 
that the Universalists have no more interest in 
embracing and maintaing error, than their op- 
posers have. The Universalist, on the other 
hand, if he desires to enlighten his opposer, if 
he would vindicate his faith against this great 
objection, he must learn patience; he must ex- 
ercise charity in return for contradiction; he 
must carefully look about him; not for cruel 
weapons with which to combat his foe; but for 
ingenuous arguments, well adjusted and cau- 
tiously applied for the defence of his cause. 

Feeling thus prepared, let the question be 
asked: Qn what principle does the objection 
stand? What is its foundation? Answer: The 
objection is supported by the well known fact, 
that the farther off punishment is placed, the 
greater the obscurity in which it is represented, 
and the more numerous the chances finally to 
avoid it, the more efficient will be its fear to 
prevent crime. Is this the true answer? Will 
the opposers of Universalism allow this an- 
swer? No; they will not. And perhaps they 
will say that the writer is uncandid in giving 
out such a‘statement. To this accusation he 
pleads not guilty. He has stated the answer 
exactly as he understands its merits, from the 
preaching of a future state of retribution.— 
That preaching will not allow us to expect the 
cue reward of our wrongs during this present 
Jife; but teaches us to fear jt in a future state. 
hus the object of fear is far removed. This 
punishment is most obscurely represented, be- 
cause no accurate account is given of what it will 
consist; and it is moreover taught, that by re- 
pentance, or by regenerating grace, the foulest 
sinner may finally escape the punishment 
threatened. “his is not only according to the- 
ory, but it ts according to every day’s practice. 
The most bloody criminals, whom our Jaws 
consign to the scaffold, being favored with the 
spiritual assistance of the clergy, obtain an 
assurance of a full remission of all sin, and a 
kind reception into the mansions of everlast- 
ing joy, 

With such fear as has been noticed, let us 
compare that which is taught by the Univer- 
salist. He places the punishment of crime, 
what is of a moral nature, inseparably with 
crime itself. Hfe defines its nature in a man- 
per not to be misunderstocd, and contends for 
its certain and positive infliction, and allows no 
possibility cf eseape, Let candor judge which 


doctrine will exert the most efficient and salu- 
tary fear on the mind of the believer. But it 
may be said, that the fear of a future retribu- 
tion is rendered more effectual than that of 
present punishment, because it has in view a 
punishment infinitely greater than can be suf- 
fered in the present life. In view of this modi- 
fication of the subject, we see it resolve itself 
into the simple question, whether an infinite 
punishment, which any one who deserves it 
may escape, by attending to easy conditions, 
can produce as sensible effects on the mind, as 
that which the offender knows he must inevita- 


bly suffer, and which, in the sober judgment of 


reason, is adequate to the offence? 
Our acquaintance with human nature would 
give us profitable instruction en this subject, if 


we were prudent enough to listen to its teach-| 


ings. Let us then ask our children. They 
will teach us, 
to. play on yonder ice. You know that your 
child’s life is in danger, if you grant his re- 
quest. The ice is not sufficiently strong to ren- 
der it safe. 
child an object of fear, which may prevent his 


Your little Son asks permission | 


But you wish to set before the | 


\those moral acquirements? I reply; it is at 
easy to teach children a fact, which all expe- 
rience teaches, as it is an imaginatien, which 
if true, is not known, nor capable of being 
known te any while living. And it should 
moreover be remembered, that it is owing to 
the preaching of the doctrine of future punish- 
ment, that youth and others are ignorant of this 
fact, a knowledge of which would be so very 
salutary in its influence. : 

But the appeal may be safely made to the 
religious themselves. Yes, it may be made to 
|the clergy, with the greatest safety. ‘The 
question to you, Rev. Sirs, isthis: If you firm- 
ly believed that a faithful discharge of all 
your religious duties was as necessary to your 
| happiness, in the present life, as are your sala-~ 
ries, do you believe that it would be necessary 
‘toexert, on your minds, the fear of future pun- 
ishment, to induce“you to faithfulness? How 
will you answer this question? You must see 
‘to this. However, the truth is, your doctrine 
ihas never allowed that moral holiness is ne- 
cessary to render people happy iu this world; 


danger. You give him no information con-|all important fact, and thereby produced its 
concerning the insufliciency of the ice, or of| deleterious effects in svciely. 


any immedjate inconvenience to which he 
would be exposed; but you tell him, in an an- 
gry tone, that if he goes to that ice, and there’ 
enjoys his pleasures, that some twenty years 
hence you will take his life, in a most horrible 
manner, unless before that time he shall come 
and humble himself on his knees before you, 
and beg your forgiveness for his having thus 
indulged in his play. What father, in all the 
world, would believe that this unnatural threat- 
ening would haye any good effect on his Son, 
or that it would be better and safer to rely on 
its influence, than to state the simple truth, 
and let the boy know the real, the certain 
danger? 

Let me ask tho%e pious and devout parents, 
who feel so confident that all morality in socie- 
ty would be discontinued, and the most deplor- 
able state of vice and impiety the certain con- 
sequence of a disbelief of a future state of 
punishment, whether, if their young daughters 
were as desirous of being morally good as they 
are of appearing in the fashionable dresses of 
the first in society, there would be any need of 
greater excitement? There is no room to dis- 
pute on this question. If the most pious pa- 
rents could see their daughters as attentive to 
the duties and principles of religion, as they 
are to their jewels and ornaments, they would be 
satisfied, and grateful to heaven for such moral 
excellency in their beloved offspring. But, 
dear parents, is it the fear of punishment in a 
future state which incites your daughters to 
appear acceptable to the eyes of beholders?— 
Or is it this fear on the one hand, and the 
hope of happiness hereafter on the other, which 
produces this effect? You all answer, no; it is 
an irresistable desire for prssent enjoyment.— 
Now if you answer correctly in this case, there 
cannot be a more manifest truth in nature, than 
if these youth were as fully persuaded that 
moral virtue and the principles aad require- 
ments of religion were as essential to their 
present enjoyment as are their dress, their 
jewels and ornaments, they would not need the 
fear of future punishment to render them re- 
ligious and virtuous. Will it be said that as 


If the foregoing reasoning be not consistent 
with’ experience, or if it can fairly be refuted, 
the writer of this would esteem it a favor to be 


thus corrected. H.B 


For the Universalist Magazine. 


REMARKS ON SWEARING, 


Why is it necessary to subject a witness to 
take an oath? -Is it to render his testimony 
legal? This is not a sufficient answer; because 


the law could just as easily legalize atestimony — 


given in without an oath as with it. The peo- 
ple called Friends never swear, yet their affir- 
mation is as legal evidence as Is the testimony 
of others who are sworn; and this is because 
the law makes it so. Is it contended that an 
oath subjects the witness to a penalty ifhe state 
falsehood? This is not an adequate answer, 
becanse the law might just as well enact a pe- 
nalty to false testimony, given as witness, with- 
out an oath as with it. Isit contended, that an 
oath subjects the deponeat to a divine penalty, 
if-he vivlates truth, and therefore will induce 
the witness to give an honest testimony? Ifso, 
we ask how this is known? How do we know 
that our Creator wij] not punish a man who tells 
a lie, without swearing to it, as severely as he 
will the man who adds an cath to his lie, pro- 
vided the consequences of tasehood are equally 
pernicious in both cases ? The law which re- 
guires the oath imposes no obligation on the 
divine Being. He is’ not bound by this te 
make a distinction where there is nove. What 
is the moral difierence between a falsehood, 
which deprives a man of is property or his 
life, which is told without an oath, and a false- 
hood, attended with the same evils, stated un- 
der oath? But suppose we allow what tradi- 
tion seems to support, that he who gives a false 
testimony, under oath, forieits the favor of God 
in a future state. Is there nota tradition of 
equal validity, and of equal influence, which 


completely neutralizes its power? Whereis» 


the Rev. D. D. of divinity, who would refuse 
the comforts of the divine faver to a perjurer, | 


youth lack this knowledge, that religion and 
virtue are necessary to their present-happiuess, 
they are not influenced by it, and therefore 
need the influence of the fear of punishment, 
in a future state, to induce them to attend to 


who should repent of his erie and plead the 
divine forgiveness? Our ministers of religion, 
in-such a case, would tnumph in the efficacy 
of their doctrine on the sinner’s heart, and 
would apply the words of the Saviour; “Phere 


but your preaching has led to a disbelief of this 
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is more joy in heaven over one sinner that re- 
penteth, than over ninety and nine just persons, 
who need no repentance.” ie 

If aman be strictly honest, will he not speak 
the truth, as well without swearing as with?— 
But ifhe be dishonest, willan oath make him oth- 
erwise? After all, is it not the constant prac- 
tice to give the testimony, though under oath, 
a weight corresponding with the known char- 
acter of of the witness, for truth and honesty ?— 
And is not the force of testimonies often inval- 
idated, by that which indicates a want of verac- 
ity in those who testify? 

But it seems that this doctrine of swearing 
is really one of the most unreasonable things 
ever practised. Allow that an oath, as uaually 
administered in our courts, if violated by the 
testimony given in, is of such infinite demerit, 
that it forfeits the favor of the Creator forever; 
is there the least propriety in rendering a fel- 
Jow being liable to such a forfeiture? A man 
wishes to prove in court, that his neighbor 
justly owes him five dollars, is there not a 
manifest impropriety in rendering a third per- 
son tnfinilely involved for such a trifle? If ju- 
rists, who are in the habit of administering and 
making use of these oaths, really believe in 
these infinite forfeitures, of what materials 
must they be made! For my own part, I must 
say; it isto me a grief and a burden to hear 
the name of God so often pronounced on such 
trifling occasions. The Saviour says; “Swear 
not at all.” H. B 
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To “Gg? 


Messrs. Editors,—Having noticed in the 22d 
No. of your paper, a communication from ‘ G.’ 
on the subject of salvation, in which he expres- 
ses hie belief of the salvation of all men, I wish 
to inquire of him through the medium of your 
paper, on what scripiure evidence he rests this 
belief. His views appeared to me novel, and I 
was at a loss to know how he could prove the 
happiness of every individual. Eh. 


PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOUTHERN CONVENTION 


OF UNIVERSALISTS. 


The Delegates of the Societies composing 
the Southern Convention of Universallsis as- 
sembled at the heuse of John A. Averitt, Esq. 
Richlands, Onslow Co. N. C. on the morning 
of Nov. 16th. 1827. Present, 

Col. David Hooks, Moderator. 

Brs. Oliver L. Kelley, Clerk, Pro Tem. 
Jacob Frieze, John Farrier, Esq. 
dohn Houston, John Giles, Esq. 
John A. Averitt, Esq. Dennis Collins. 
Lewis T. Oliver, Esq. 

James Thomson, Esq. 
Isham Armstrong, 
Minor Huntington, Esq. 

_H. A. Chamisers, Frederick, J. Bicton, 
Jacob Giles, Nathan Foscue, 

Appoiited Bys. J. Frieze, John Giles, J. A. 
Averitt, D. Collins, D. Hooks, J. Varrier, a 
Committee to designate the places within the 
bounds of this Convention, where Br. Frieze 
will be expected to labor statedly iu the minis- 
try, during the present year, 

Adjonrned till this evening, 6 e’clock. At 12 
p’cluck, M. attended divine worship in the 
Chapel: Sermon by Br. Frieze. 

Six o’clock, P.M. met according to adjourn- 
ment. 


pose, reported the fellowing places for ministe- 
real labors within the bounds of this Conven- 
fion; viz. In Onslow Co. Richland Chapel, 
Northeast and Shepards Meeting Houses.— 
[In Duplin Co. Limestone, Union, Nahunga, 
and New-hope Meeting Houses. In Sampson 
Co. Clinton, (C. H.) Ten miles and Lisbon 
Meeting Houses. In Jones’? Co. Trenton 
« H.) and Chinquapin Meeting House, in 
ew Hanover Co, Wilmington, and Scott’s 
Hill and Meadow Bridge Meeting House.— 
And at such other places as Br, Frieze may 
Judge expdient. Resolved, that the meetings 
ofthis Convention be held quarterly. i 

Resolved, That Br. Frieze cause the proceed- 
ings of this meeting to be published in the Lib- 
eralist, and accompany the same with a Circu- 
lar Letter. 

No further business of importance presenting, 
voted to adjourn this meeting to the Jast Satur- 
day in January, 1828; then to meet at Clinton, 
Sampson Co. at 10 o’clock in the morning. 

Davin Hooks, Moderator. 
Oxiver L. Kerry, Clerk, 


N. B. Attended worship at the Chapel on 
Sunday at 12 e’clock, M. after which, the mem- 
ners separated in peace and harmony, and re- 
joicing in Him who “‘is good to all, and whose 
tender mercies are over all his works.”’ 

Wilmington, N. C. Liberalist. 


MECHANICAL PIETY. 


“The term mechanical may be applied to the 
piety of those who believe themselves to be pi- 
ous, though in reality they are not so; for as 
their devotion is not derived from a genuine 
source, it should rather be called gloominess of 
disposition than piety. ‘Those persons mistake 
ill-humor for zeal; sadness for the fear of God; 
and fits of hypochondriasm for. contests. with 
evil spirits. Confirmed in their error by fool- 
ish people who imagine the consequences of a 
morbid state of body to be so many proofs of 
extraordinary virtue, their moroseness exceeds 
all rational bounds, they fancy themselves com- 
missioned by God to act as sensors upon earth; 
they rail against, all mankind; they declaim with 
frantic extravagance against all innocent a- 
musements; and whenever they meet with a 
man of happy and cheerful temperament, they 
denounce him as a carnal sinner, enthralled by, 
and devoted to the devil. It sometimes hap- 
pens that these persons, when their vicious hu- 
mors have seriously affected their health, apply 


to medical men for assistance; and by dint of 


copious evacuations, their piety sometimes 
passes off with the bodily secretions.””—Me- 
motrs of L, Holberg: Autobiography, Vol. XH, 


Anecdote of Mz. Burke. 


Sir Philip Francis once waited upon Mr. 
Burke, by appointment, to read over to him 
some papers respecting Mr. Hlasting’s de- 
linquences. He called on Mr, Burke in 
his way to the house of a friend, with whom 
he was engaged to dine... He found him in his 
garden holding agrasshopper. ‘What a beau- 
tiful animal is this!”’ said Mr. Burke, ‘‘observe 
its structure—its lips, its wings, its eyes.”— 
‘How can you,” said Sir Philip, ‘lose your 
time in admiring such an animal, when you 
have so Many objects of noment te attend to?” 
vt Socrates,” said Mr. B. according to the 
exhibition of him in Aristophanes, attended to 


Tue Committce appointed (or the pur-ja much less animal; he actually measured the; 
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proportion which its size bore the space it pas- 
sed over its skip; that of a grasshopper does 
not exceed its length; let us see.”” ‘My dear 
friend,” said Sir Philip, “I am in a great hur- 
ry; let us walk in, and let me read my papers ta 
you.”” Into the house they walked; Sir Philip 
began to read, and. Mr. Burke appeared to list- 
en, At length Sir Philip having misplaced a 
paper, a pause ensued. ‘I think,” said Mr, 
Burke, “that naturalists are now agreed, that 
tocusto, not cicada, is the Latin word for grass- 
hoppers. What is your opinion, Sir Philip?’ 
“My opinion,” answered, Sir Philip,» packing 
up his papers, and preparing to move off, ‘‘is, 
that till the grasshoppers are out of your head, it 
will be idle to talk to you of the concerns of 
India.”—Mr, Builer’s Reminiscences. 


——— ED 56 ir. 


Government of the Tongue. 


The art or virtue of holding your tongue, is 
both a rare and excellent quality, and what 
contributes greatly to our ease and prosperity. 
In general, therefore, remember it is as danger- 
ous to fall in love with one’s own voice, as one’s 
own face: Those that talk much cannot al- 
ways talk well, and may oftener incur censure 
than praise; few people care to be eclipsed; and 
a superiority of sense is as ill broked, as a supe- 
riority of beauty or fortune. If you are wise, 
therefore, talk little, but hear much; what you 
are to learn from yourself must be by thinking; 
and from others, by speech let them find tongue 
then, and you ear; by which means, such as 
are pleased with themselves, which are the 
gross of mankind, will likewise be pleased with 
you, and you will be doubly paid for your at- 
tention, both in attention and knowledge. 


Other People’s Quarrels. 


Be warily silent in all concerns in mat- 
ter of dispute between others: for he that blows 
the coals in quarrels he hath nothing to do with 
has no right to complain ifthe sparks fly in his 
face; it being extremely difficult to interfere 
so happily, as not to give offence to either 
one party or the other; almost all men hav- 
ing their eyes immovably fixed on their own 
interest, and continuing obstinately blind to the 
demands of their-antagonist; and, therefore, you 
must either side with each by turns, and there- 
by deceive both, or expose yourself to the dis- 
gust and animosity of the loser, who will judge 
of your conduct, not according to truth, but his 
own selfish prejudices. 
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Wichael Servetus. 


It is two hundred and seventy-four years this 
day, since Servetus was burnt at the stake, at 
the instigation of John Calvin for exercising the 
right of private judgment. Though we may 
not fear that such atrocious acts will be repeat- 
ed at ‘this age of the world, and especially in 
our happy country, yet it is well to bring them 
occasionally to view, that we may more justly 
prize our religious privileges and blessings, 
and keep a more watclhiul eye on the move- 
ments and manoeuvres of those artful and de- 
signing men, who, in the absence of power to 
imprisow and torture the body, redouble their 
efforts to tramme! and enslave the mind. 

Christ. Rigisier, Oci. 20, 1827, 
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Tin Monapnock.—BY. WM, P. M, WOOD. 


Upon the far off Mountain’s brow 
The angry storm has ceased to beat, 
And broken clouds are gathering now 
In sullen reverence round his feet; 
Alone he met their crowded bands, 
Their folds around his breast were rended, 
And now once more redeemed he stands, 
And heaven’s blue arch is o’er him bended. 


T’ve seen him when his awful head 
Was frowning o’er the clouds beneath, 
That round his breast, recumbent, spread 
Their folds in many a misty wreath; 
I’ve seen him when the morning sun, 
Uncurtained, was in radiance beaming 
Upon those sombre wreaths of dun, 
Like hope upon !ife’s pathway gleaming.. 


‘And I have viewd him hid in clouds 
Piled far above his head sublime, 
Just as the gloom of doubt enshrouds 
The mount that Christian pilgrims climb, 
Anon their folds away were rent, 
And on his brow the sun was shining. 
E’en as the light of Faith is sent 
To cheer the heart in doubt repining. 


I’ve seen him when the setting sun 
Burned like a bale fire on the height: 
I’ve seen him, when the day was done, 
Throw back the beams of evening light; 
E’en as the twilight of the soul, 
When blest religion’s light is gleaming 
Serenely on the Christian’s soul, 
To me his burnished top was seeming. 


Dye seen him vanish from the sight ' 
When rayless night was gathering there, 
E’en as goes our hope’s blessed light 
Within the precincts of despair: 
Pye seen him in the moon-light haur, 
When all the world beneath was sleeping, 
Like alone sentry in his tower 
His weary watch in silence keeping. 


And there forever calm and clear 
His lofty turret nobly springs; 
He owns no rival summit near, 
No Sovereign but the King of Kings; 
Thousands of nations have passed by, 
Thousands of years unknown in story, 
And still his aged walls on high 
He lifts in melancholy glory. 


Must all the works of human power 
Live but an hour, decay and fall, 
And still that cold and lonely tower 
Outlive the proudest of them all? 
Must virtue in his heavenward way, 
And glory in his pathway blazing, 
And beauty inher bright array, 
On which love’s burning eyes are gazing: 


Must all the feelings of the heart, 

Its joys and sorrows, bliss and fears, 
Its hope and memory, all depart, 

And sleep with unremembered years,— 
And still that mountain brave the shock, 

When wild storms wave their banners o’er him, 
And time too spare his thrones of rock 

When ages melt away before him? 


It should be so! for no heart beats 

Beneath his cold and silent breast, 
For him no well known voice repeats 
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Lhe gentle words that makes us blest: 
And more than this,—his deep repose 

Is troubled hy no thoughts of sorrow; 
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He hath no weary eyes to close, " 
He hath no cause to dread to-morrow. 


He should survive—but man should die 
As soon, and sadly as he may; 
The close of life is always nigh 
And well if it arrive to-day! 
No matter when death rudely tears 
The bands that soon or late must sever, 
For blest the promise that he bears, 
That man shall not live here forever! 


And in the lapse of future years 

When joy, and hope, and friends are fled, 
And all the thoughts that ask no tears 

Are those that hover round the dead,— 
Perchance this scene may linger still, 

And pensive memories o’er me stealing, 
Remind me how the distant hill 

Waked all the chords of tender feeling: 


And I may gaze with tearful eyes 
Upon the mount that cleaves the sky, 

And wish to lay my head, where lies 
The dust of years gone by 

At thy proud base, and be forgot, 


While onward years their course are keeping | Volume. 


And thou art frowning o’er the spot 
Where Bard is with his fathers sleeping. 


Farewell! I go my lonely way, 
Perchance far down the vale of years, 
The eyes that roll in smiles to-day 
May gaze upon thee dim with tears; 
May see thee still unaltering stand, 
And envy thee thy calm reposing. 
Till death arrive with welcome hand, 
My cares and sorrows gently closing. 
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PROPOSALS 
For Publishing at Plymouth, by Subscription, 
A SEMI-MONTHLY PAPER, 
‘ ENTLTLED 
THE SPIRIT OF THE PILGRIMS. 
TO BE EDITED BY 
Freperick ©, Swain, 


In presenting to the public Proposals for this 
work, we have only to say that our design is to 
defend the doctrine of God’s sovereign and im- 
partial grace by fair, candid, logical, and scrip- 
tural arguments. To correct the abuses, and 
expose the wickedness of designing men, in 
their attempts to enslave the minds of the 
young and rising generation, by the dark and 
gloomy errors of popular theology, which uni- 
formly produce those miserable forebodings, 
which nought but death ean remove. 

In this paper we shall maintain the pure 
principles of our holy religion; the infinite love 
of God; the universality of Christ’s sacrifice; 
and through him the final purity and beatifica- 
tion of the world. We shall direct the minds 
of our brethren to the Son of God as an all suf- 
ficient Saviour, invite them to anticipate with 
us, the final completion of his kingdom, the end 
of sin and the abolishment of death. The col- 
umns of this paper will not bear to its patrons, 
the awful tidings of infinite wrath, and endless 
despair—But ‘‘peace from God, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.”” The honest inquirer af- 
ter truth, will be presented with the promises 
of God as found in the book of divine inspira 
tion. The candid disputant with patient and 
fair investigation., ‘The wavering will be 
pointed to him who has said, ‘‘my word abid- 
eth forever,” The infuriated bigot will be 
met with the ‘sword of the spirit which is the 
word of God.” And the world at large will 
charity, their erroneous ideas of the plan of 
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salvation with truth. With these weapons we 
will meet, the prejudices of the age, and faith- 
fully defend the doctrine of Universal Salva-_ 
tion. ; 

The columns of this paper will be open to. 
those whose misfortune it is to differ from us in 
opinion. But the editor, will reserve to him-_ 
seif the privilege, of rejecting all communica-_ 
tions, that are not written in the mild and_ 
peaceable spirit of the gospel, or that are tinc-— 
tured with unwarrantable satire; which would — 
tend to subvert the conciliatory spirit which he 
wishes to see among his brethren of the human — 
race, 4 

This paper will be issued under the patron- 
age of an association of Universalist Ministers, 
No exertions will be spared by the Editor, to” 
make it both instructive and edifying. 
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CONDITIONS, 


“Tur Sprrir or THE PriteRims’’ will be printed — 
at the Memorial Office, the Ist and 3d Wednesdays in 
each month, on fair paper, with new type, in octavo 
form, of eight pages to each number, with an index at — 
the close of the year, making in all 196 pages to the 


The paper will be sent to subscribers at One Dollar 
per year, payable in advance—or One Dollar and Fifty 
Cents, at the expiration of the year. 

Those who feel disposed to forward the circulation — 

| of this religious periodical, by becoming responsible for — 
ten subscribers, shall receive the eleventh gratis. Sub-_ 
scriptions to be returned to F. C, Swarn by the Ist of 
January, 1828, Plymouth, Mass. 
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A new periodical Publication. 


We are happy to state that we have receiv- 
ed the first number of ‘Tur Gospst PReacueEr,’ 
published at Providence, R. I. by Rey. D. © 
Pickering. The next number is to be issued 
on the first Wednesday of January, 1828. 


= Se a nen iy, 
Married in this City. 

By Rev. Mr, Dean, Mr. Levi Bailey to Miss 
Naney Brown. a 

In West-Cambridge, on Sunday evening last, 
iby Rev. Dr. Fiske, Mr. Ashahel Gilbert,” of © 
ithis city, to Miss Charlotte Thorndike, of — 
Thomaston. 

In Haverhill, Mass. by’ Rev. T. G. Farns-_ 
worth, Maj. Samuel Johnson to Miss Abigail — 
|S. George.—Also, Mr, James Grines, of South — 
| Reading, to Miss Caroline Carleton of H, 

In Cohassett, by Rev. Mr. Pickett, Mr. Isaae 
Lincoln to Miss Sarah Bates. 

Long may connubial bliss divinely fair, 

Beguile their cares, and crown domestic life; 

Ye guardian angels smile upon this pair, 

Sweet amity impart to husband and to wife. 

a eee 
Died in this City. 

On Thursday 29th ult, Theodore Wallis, 
child of David and Sally Chamberlin, aged 5 
months: : a 

Ip Cohassett, Mr. John Marble, aged 39, af- 
ler a long and distressing illness,—exhibiting to’, — 
the world evidence of this all glorious truth, 
that confidence in the God of all grace, anda 
beliefin the Salvation of all men to holiness: ~ 
and happiness, is not only good to live by, but 
of infinite consolation in the hour of death, 
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Just received and for Sale, a few copies of “A Seriea of Letters, ad- Kf 
dressed (o Rey. Hosea BJ lou, of Boston, being 0 Vindication of the ee 
Doctrine of a Future Restribution, against the principal arguments, uss % 
ed by Him, Mr. Balfour, and Others.—By Charles Hudson, pastor ofa 
Church iu Westuinster, Mass.—Price Bl. 


